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Termly Writing Assessments
Year 1 – 6
Our termly writing assessment document has been developed to build on the principles of effective assessment: 
• that assessment informs the teacher about a child’s knowledge and understanding; 
• that this information should be used to help a child understand how they can improve;
• that assessment is inclusive; 
• that it informs future planning and 
• that gaps in knowledge can be identified and addressed so that progression in learning is secure.

Year group specific grids which outline the concepts, skills and knowledge to be taught and secured in each year group.
These aim to support class teachers to develop subject knowledge and knowledge of the year group expectations.








Year 1 Termly Writing Assessment
	Objective
	Term 1 Met (✓)
	Term 2 Met (✓)
	Term 3 Met (✓)

	COHESION
	
	
	

	Write sequenced sentences to form a short narrative.
	
	
	

	Organise ideas appropriately (depending on the text type) e.g. the sequence of events in a recount, list of materials and correctly sequenced instructions.
	
	
	

	Write relevant sentences under given sub-headings.
	
	
	

	Use bullet points when guided by the teacher.
	
	
	

	SENTENCE STRUCTURE
	
	
	

	Frequently joins words using ‘and’.
	
	
	

	Uses the coordinating conjunction ‘and’ to join clauses to create compound sentences.
	
	
	

	Include some variation in the way sentences start.
	
	
	

	COMPOSITION & EFFECT
	
	
	

	Use adjectives in labels, captions and sentences.
	
	
	

	Use a range of verbs to add detail.
	
	
	

	Choose words and phrases appropriate to the task and topic.
	
	
	

	PUNCTUATION
	
	
	

	Leave spaces between words.
	
	
	

	Use capital letters most of the time for the pronoun ‘I’, to indicate proper nouns (people, country/town/city names and for days of the week).
	
	
	

	Sometimes capitalise place names e.g. Gateshead Kells Lane Primary School.
	
	
	

	Frequently start sentences with a capital letter and end them with either a full stop, question mark or exclamation mark.
	
	
	

	HANDWRITING
	
	
	

	Sit correctly at the table.
	
	
	

	Hold a pencil correctly and comfortably.
	
	
	

	Frequently form letters in the correct direction (starting and finishing in the correct place).
	
	
	

	Show some control of letter positioning - descenders sometimes go below the line.
	
	
	

	Show some control of letter positioning – ascenders are sometimes taller than other letters.
	
	
	






















Year 2 Termly Writing Assessments
	Objective
	Term 1 Met (✓)
	Term 2 Met (✓)
	Term 3 Met (✓)

	COHESION
	
	
	

	Write simple, coherent narratives that include a simple opening and/or ending + key event.
	
	
	

	Group related ideas together.
	
	
	

	Use time related adverbs to sequence and connect ideas.
	
	
	

	Use present and past tense mostly correctly and consistently.
	
	
	

	Use bullet points and sub-heading when it is appropriate for the genre.
	
	
	

	SENTENCE STRUCTURE
	
	
	

	Use statements, questions, exclamations and commands as appropriate to the text/genre.
	
	
	

	Use co-ordination to join clauses.
	
	
	

	Use some subordination to join clauses.
	
	
	

	Open sentences in a variety of different ways across the writing.
	
	
	

	COMPOSITION & EFFECT
	
	
	

	Choose content that is relevant to the task (showing some awareness of the purpose of and audience for the writing).
	
	
	

	Use adjectives appropriately (without repeating meaning).
	
	
	

	Use a range of verbs to add detail.
	
	
	

	Sometimes use adverbs.
	
	
	

	Frequently make adventurous word choices.
	
	
	

	PUNCTUATION
	
	
	

	Demarcate most sentences using full stops and capital letters.
	
	
	

	Frequently demarcate sentences using question marks and exclamation marks (when appropriate to the sentence).
	
	
	

	Capitalise place names e.g. Gateshead, Kells Lane Primary School + months of the year.
	
	
	

	Frequently use commas in lists.
	
	
	

	Frequently use apostrophes to show contracted forms.
	
	
	

	Sometimes use apostrophes to show singular possession.
	
	
	

	HANDWRITING
	
	
	

	Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters in some of their writing.
	
	
	

	Write lower case letters the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to upper case letters.
	
	
	

	Use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters.
	
	
	

















Year 3 Termly Assessments
	Objective
	Term 1 Met (✓)
	Term 2 Met (✓)
	Term 3 Met (✓)

	COHESION
	
	
	

	Use paragraphs to organise ideas on a single theme.
	
	
	

	Begin to use cohesive devices to link ideas within paragraphs (e.g. adverbs, conjunctions).
	
	
	

	Use headings and sub-headings to aid presentation and organisation.
	
	
	

	Use bullet points/numbering to organise information (where appropriate).
	
	
	

	Use correct and consistent tense across the piece.
	
	
	

	SENTENCE STRUCTURE
	
	
	

	Use a variety of sentence openers to engage the reader and link ideas (time, place, reason, manner).
	
	
	

	Begin to use expanded noun phrases to add description.
	
	
	

	Use subordinating conjunctions to link clauses, often embedding the subordinate clause.
	
	
	

	Begin to use the present perfect form of verbs (e.g., He has gone).
	
	
	

	COMPOSITION & EFFECT
	
	
	

	Show a developing awareness of purpose and audience when choosing content.
	
	
	

	Use precise and well-chosen nouns, adjectives, and verbs for effect.
	
	
	

	Use prepositions to express time and cause (e.g., because of, due to)
	
	
	

	Use adverbs/adverbial phrases to add detail (time, place, reason, manner)
	
	
	

	PUNCTUATION
	
	
	

	Demarcate all sentences accurately with capital letters and full stops
	
	
	

	Use commas to separate items in a list accurately
	
	
	

	Use commas after fronted adverbials (e.g., Later that day, ...)
	
	
	

	Punctuate direct speech with inverted commas (" ")
	
	
	

	Use apostrophes for contraction and singular possession with greater accuracy
	
	
	

	HANDWRITING
	
	
	

	Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters (moving towards continuous cursive).
	
	
	

	Ensure that letters are correctly sized and spaced consistently
	
	
	

	Show increasing speed and stamina when writing
	
	
	

















Year 4 Termly Writing Assessment
	Objective
	Term 1 Met (✓)
	Term 2 Met (✓)
	Term 3 Met (✓)

	COHESION
	
	
	

	Organise writing into paragraphs around a central theme, using a logical sequence of ideas.
	
	
	

	Use a variety of conjunctions and adverbials to connect ideas between and across paragraphs (cohesion).
	
	
	

	Use pronouns and nouns effectively to create coherence and avoid repetition.
	
	
	

	Use clear, accurate, and consistent tense throughout the writing.
	
	
	

	SENTENCE STRUCTURE
	
	
	

	Use fronted adverbials accurately to introduce sentences (e.g., Without warning, ...).
	
	
	

	Use expanded noun phrases to add detail and precision to descriptions (e.g., The fierce, terrifying dragon).
	
	
	

	Use co-ordination and subordination effectively to create complex sentences.
	
	
	

	Choose nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion.
	
	
	

	COMPOSITION & EFFECT
	
	
	

	Select content and structure appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.
	
	
	

	Use ambitious and varied vocabulary, including tier 2 words.
	
	
	

	Choose precise verbs and adverbs to create a desired effect on the reader.
	
	
	

	Begin to use figurative language (e.g., similes, metaphors) for effect.
	
	
	

	PUNCTUATION
	
	
	

	Accurately use full stops, question marks, and exclamation marks.
	
	
	

	Use commas to punctuate fronted adverbials accurately.
	
	
	

	Punctuate direct speech consistently and accurately using inverted commas.
	
	
	

	Use apostrophes for singular and plural possession correctly (e.g., the girl's coat, the girls' coats).
	
	
	

	HANDWRITING
	
	
	

	Write legibly and fluently, maintaining a consistent size and spacing.
	
	
	

	Begin to use continuous cursive handwriting.
	
	
	

	Achieve good speed and stamina in writing.
	
	
	

















Year 5 Termly Writing Assessment
	Objective
	Term 1 Met (✓)
	Term 2 Met (✓)
	Term 3 Met (✓)

	COHESION
	
	
	

	Plan, draft, and organise ideas effectively for different purposes and audiences.
	
	
	

	Use a wider range of cohesive devices to link ideas within and between paragraphs (e.g., adverbials, substitution, ellipsis).
	
	
	

	Use paragraphs to structure and signal change in time, place, and topic.
	
	
	

	SENTENCE STRUCTURE
	
	
	

	Use relative clauses (starting with who, which, where, when, whose, that) to add information.
	
	
	

	Use expanded noun phrases effectively, extending the description before or after the noun.
	
	
	

	Use modal verbs to show degrees of possibility (e.g., might, should, will).
	
	
	

	Use the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause (e.g., I had eaten).
	
	
	

	COMPOSITION & EFFECT
	
	
	

	Select grammar and vocabulary (including ambitious tier 2 words) appropriate to the purpose and audience.
	
	
	

	Use precise verbs, adverbs, and adjectives to establish mood and tone.
	
	
	

	Adapt style, vocabulary, and formality depending on the purpose (e.g., formal/informal language).
	
	
	

	PUNCTUATION
	
	
	

	Use commas to indicate relative clauses and subordinate clauses.
	
	
	

	Use dashes, brackets, or commas to indicate parenthesis.
	
	
	

	Use semi-colons to link two closely related main clauses.
	
	
	

	Use colons to introduce a list.
	
	
	

	Use hyphens to avoid ambiguity (e.g., co-ordinate).
	
	
	

	HANDWRITING
	
	
	

	Write with an efficient, legible, and fluent joined style.
	
	
	

	Maintain consistency and control in the size and spacing of letters.
	
	
	




















Year 6 Termly Writing Assessment
	Objective
	Term 1 Met (✓)
	Term 2 Met (✓)
	Term 3 Met (✓)

	COHESION
	
	
	

	Consistently plan and organise writing to meet the demands of the audience and purpose.
	
	
	

	Use a range of cohesive devices to link ideas logically across the whole text (including adverbials, repetition, ellipsis, and referencing).
	
	
	

	Use paragraphs effectively to achieve a coherent structure.
	
	
	

	Maintain consistency of tense and point of view throughout the writing.
	
	
	

	SENTENCE STRUCTURE
	
	
	

	Use the passive voice to change the emphasis in a sentence (e.g., The ball was kicked).
	
	
	

	Use the subjunctive form (e.g., If I were to go...).
	
	
	

	Use a range of complex sentence structures (multi-clause sentences) accurately.
	
	
	

	Use relative clauses, embedded clauses, and phrases to add sophisticated detail.
	
	
	

	COMPOSITION & EFFECT
	
	
	

	Choose vocabulary and grammar for precision, impact, and to establish the tone required by the genre/audience.
	
	
	

	Distinguish between and maintain formal and informal writing styles.
	
	
	

	Use rhetorical devices (e.g., hyperbole, rhetorical questions) for persuasive or emotive effect.
	
	
	

	PUNCTUATION
	
	
	

	Use semi-colons, colons, and dashes to mark boundaries between independent clauses.
	
	
	

	Use colons to introduce a list or provide further explanation.
	
	
	

	Use the full range of punctuation with consistent accuracy and control.
	
	
	

	Use hyphens to avoid ambiguity.
	
	
	

	HANDWRITING
	
	
	

	Write with an efficient, fluent, and personal style, ensuring legibility and increased speed.
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